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PRESIDENT FORD O:! HIS FOREIG!! POLICY 

ASviCR§ FOREIG:! POLICY CoiTINUES TO GE A SULJECT OF DEBATE 
IN THE AHERICAN PRCSIDEMTIAL ELECTION CAi-PAIGH!. YOA HE'S 
ANALYST RONALD J. GUILAVEY DISCUSSCS THE LATEST DEVELOP. ‘E:ITS 
IN THIS DEBATE: 

VOICE: PRESICENT FORD VENT UT TO THE WEST COAST LAST 
WEEK TO CAUPAIGH EF THE PCyCAMY CLECTIO’S THERE, ALD oF 
SATURDAY=--IN PORTLAMD, CREGOHee-HE SOLIVEAED A SPEECH MICH 
APOUITED TO A :.AJOR DEFENSE OF HIS ADIiINISTTATION'S FOREIGH 
POLICY RECOPD. HE SPOKE TO A!’ ORGAMIZATIGH! CALLET Tic VOrRLD 
AFFAIRS COUNCIL, A)! ALTHOUCH Til. SPEECH WAS DESCRICECD Tit 
ADVANCE AS iOH-PARTISAH, IT VAS OSVIOUS THAT OR. FGRD VAS 
ANSWERING SOLE OF THE CHARGES T.iAT HAVO BEEH FADE BY Hits 
OPPONENTS fi! BOT: Tr REPULLICAN AUD LE:CCRATIC PARTIES<<-- 

AND AT THE SARE THA CHALLTUGIG HIS CRITICS. 

Ti ESSENCE, iW:AT THE PTESIVEIT SAIL VAS THIS: THAT 
FOREIGi: POLICY CANNOT Ai!D SHOULD HOT GE THE VICTIS: OF ELECTION 
YEAR POLITICS, HE i ADE THE PCH!T TiAT HE, AS PPESIDERT, 

COULDN'T PUT OFF DIFFICULT FONTIGH POLICY DECISIONS YUST LECAUST 
THIS IS At! ELECTIOHW YCAR, AT THE SALE TI, SAID HR, FORD, 

ME DION'T TiTEND TO LET POLITICAL CO!NSIDERATIONS AFFECT TIE 
ACTUAL SHAPE OF THE DECISIC!S, HE SAIL THAT HE WOULD DO WiAT 

HE COUNSIDERS RIGHT AND TECESSARY, VITHOUT UI'DUE REGARD FOR 
DOHESTIC POLITICAL CONSEQUEHCES. 

CoPpTt.) AS At! EXANPLE, HE CITED SECRETARY KISSIHCER*S RECENT 
TRIP TO AFRICA, DURING WHICii---IT HAS LEE: CHARGED--=THE 
SYIiPATHETIC ATTITUDES EXPRESSED TO!IARLD BLACK AFRICAN NATIONALISH 
COST THE PRESIDENT VOTES I}: TEXAS AND OTHER SOUTIIERI! AND 
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WESTERN PRIMARY ELECTIONS, THE TRIP WAS JUSTIFIED AND VORTHNHILE, 
DECLARED iiR. FORD; IT CARRIED TO LLACK AFRICA THE MESSAGE 
THAT, AS HE PUT IT, "AMERICA CARES" AID SUPPORTS THE 
IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA OF SELF-DETERHINATION, MAJORITY RULE 
AND FULL PROTECTION OF iiINORITY RIGHTS. CEND OPT.) 

THE PPESIDENT'S DEFENSE OF HIS FOREIGN POLICY-~- 
TOGETHER WITH SISiILAR STATEMENTS CY SECRETARY KISSINGER--- 
HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY DEEii TRIGGERED SY THE HIGHLY ARTICULATE 
CRITICISH OF THAT POLICY, PARTICULARLY DY THE FORMER GOVERNOR 
OF CALIFORIMIA, ROALD REAGAI, HIS CHIEF AND ONLY SERIOUS 
RIVAL FOR THE REPUBLICAI NOMINATION. UR. REAGAN HAS BEER 
CRITICAL OF THE ADIINISTRATION ON A NUMBER OF FOREIGN POLICY 
ISSUES: DETENTE, DEFENSE, TiiE PANAHA CANAL, AND THE STRATECIC 
ARMS NEGOTIATIONS. Ol! THIS LAST, HE HAS HARNED AGAINST 
SECRET AGREEMENTS. WITHOUT FENTIONING THE GOVERNOR BY NAHE, 
UR, FORD ALLUDED TO THIS CHARGE If THE PORTLAND SPEECH, 
COUPLING IT WITH THE ACCUSATION: THAT HIS AOMIISISTRATION HAS 
BEEN "SOFT" Ii! ITS ARMS NEGOTIATIONS ‘ITH THE SOVIET UNTOR, 
BOTH CHARGES ARE "NOMSENSE," SAID THE PRESIDENT, AND HE ADDED: 
“WHENEVER 1 CAN GET A GOOP ACREENENT FOR A SAFER WORLD YOU CAN 
BE SURE I WON'T PASS IT UP FOR ANY POLITICAL ADVANTAGE oF 
DISADVANTACE." 

IT 1S DOUBTFUL THAT iiR, FORD'S DEFENSE OF HIS POLICIES WILL 
SATISFY ALL HIS CRITICS; IT IS LOUBTFUL, TOO, THAT THEY 
WILL BE COMPLETELY COVINCED THAT HE IS NOT MAKING AT LEAST 
SOME OF THIS YEAR'S FOREIG?! POLICY DECISIONS WITH AN EYE ON 
THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL BAROMETER, NEVERTHELESS, IT 
PROBABLY WOULD BE SAFE TO SAY THAT THE RELATIONSHIP GETWEEN 
FOREIGN POLICY AND THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IS BEING SOMEWHAT 
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OVERBLOMWI, AMD THAT THE COlMDUCT OF AiERICAN DIPLOHACY ON THE 
REALLY VITAL INTERNATIONAL ISSUES IS NOT TOO FAR DIFFERENT 
FROH WHAT IT HOULD BE If! A WOII-ELECTION YEAR. IT'S JUST TiIAT IN 
Ail ELECTION YEAR THESE ISSUES TEND TO BE TALKED ABOUT f:ORE THAN 
USUAL==-AND NOT ALI'AYS ITH THE ACCURACY AND RESTSAINT WITH 
WHICH THEY DESERVE TO SE TREATED. 


~~ 


